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The challenge of Regional 
Public Goods for the Pacific: 
what are the implications for 
development 
 

Dr Tess Newton Cain, TNC Pacific  
Consulting 

Adopting a regional 'pooled resources' approach 
to the delivery of public goods in the Pacific 
presents just one of many paradoxes that manifest 
in the development trajectories of the region. In 
2013/2014 an ANU (Development Policy Centre) 
study undertaken by Dr Tess Newton Cain and Dr 
Matthew Dornan sought to examine what the 
enabling and impeding factors are in this area. 
This presentation provides the findings of this 
study and identifies key global and regional 
developments that have occurred since then that 
are likely to affect future endeavours of this type. 

Dr Tess Newton Cain is the principal of TNC 
Pacific Consulting (tncpac.com). For 20 years she 
lived in Vanuatu, and is a citizen of that country. 
She is a former Lecturer in Law at the University of 
the South Pacific and has extensive experience in 
Pacific policy-focused research and consulting, 
having worked in Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga & Vanuatu. She is 
currently working with the Pacific Leadership 
Program and the Office of the President of 
Vanuatu. She is also a member of a joint research 
team (ANU/USP) examining the use of 'Green 
Growth' as a driver of policy at national and 
regional levels in the Pacific island region. 
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