
 
Project title:  Time to diagnosis and treatment for rare gynaecological cancers: a 

systematic review of time intervals and associations with 
outcomes 

Hours of 
engagement & 
delivery mode 

36 hrs per week 
 
In person 
Herston Campus, Building 887 Public Health Building 

Description: Vaginal and vulvar cancers are rare types of gynaecological cancer. 
Due to their rarity, women experience unique challenges in their 
diagnosis. Anecdotally, delays in time to diagnosis and treatment are 
common because symptoms are often non-specific, there is no 
screening for early detection, and the rarity of vaginal and vulvar 
cancers means that clinicians may be unfamiliar with the presentation. 
These challenges are the likely cause of the substantial lag in survival 
gains for vaginal and vulvar cancers compared to other more common 
cancers. 
 
This systematic review will investigate the evidence assessing time to 
diagnosis and treatment and their association with clinical and 
psychological outcomes. 

Expected 
learning 
outcomes and 
deliverables: 

The scholar will gain skills in conducting a systematic review according 
to PRISMA Statement and using the platform, Covidence. Specifically, 
the student will be involved with screening for eligible studies and 
extracting data to collect key information from published studies. 

Suitable for: This project is suitable for students enrolled in Masters by coursework 
(MPH or MEpi) or third year Bachelor of Health Sciences students. 

Primary 
Supervisor: 
 

Dr Tracey Di Sipio 
t.disipio@uq.edu.au  
 
Ph: (07) 3443 6167 

Further info: The supervisor MUST be contacted by students prior to submission of 
an application 
 
https://about.uq.edu.au/experts/25335 
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